The subject is one about which much has recently been written, and there are four main theories as to the condition,?(1) that it is ti pernicious form of malarial attack ; (2) that it is quinine intoxication ; (3) that it is a disease due to a specific organism ; (4) " that blackwatei fever is the result of an induced condition brought about by repeated malarial infection lasting over a certain time."
The relation of the disease to malaria may be said to be almost universally admitted, hut the very limited and peculiar distribution of the disease as compared with the extensive and general distribution of malaria is a point which, unless fully explained, will upset any theory. 
